PREAMBLE

The sixth meeting of the World Congress of Families (WCF) took place 25-27 May 2012
in Madrid, Spain, with the non-profit Spanish organization HazteOir.org (“Let yourself
be heard”) serving as the local organizer. Nearly 3,000 participants from all over the
world registered for the event. There were 145 speakers in the event, which included
plenary sessions, small-group seminars and break-out sessions, as well as an exhibitors’
fair and cultural events related to the Congress’s themes.

The Congress had two official languages: English and Spanish.

You can get the speeches collected in these Minutes on a virtual support and in their
original versions at http://congresomundial.es.

The Minutes have also been published in Spanish under the title Actas del VI Congreso
Mundial de Familias - Madrid 2012. You can order them for free, in any of both
languages, at www.hazteoir.org.

On the other side, the booklet The Sixth World Congress of Families - Madrid 2012
recapitulates and resystematizes the content of the Minutes. It also has its
corresponding version in Spanish -El VI Congreso Mundial de Familias - Madrid 2012.
As in the case of the Minutes, you can order them for free, in any of both languages, at
www.hazteoir.org.

All this work and more would not have been possible without the presence of a large
number of volunteers. The Local Organizing Committee wish to express their
appreciation for the valuable labor done by all the volunteers who worked for the
Congress to make it happen and then to let it captured for posterity in the two official
languages of the event by translating the papers handed over by most of the lecturers.
They dedicated their time and effort, often even postponing their personal obligations.
Thank you! May God bless you!

Finally, we would like to add that an ‘International Parliamentary Forum’ took place
within the Congress. It was about a meeting between politicians and civil society
leaders focused on the study and defense of the family. The Acts do not collect their
interventions, except for the transcription of a fragment of the Member of the
European Parliament Mr. Jaime Mayor Oreja’s one that is inserted right after as a
substantive introduction already:

The family is the primary sphere of truth and values. It receives them, guards them,
and transmits them from generation to generation. The family is the guarantee that
our society does not succumb to the offensive which has lead us to becoming
comfortable relativizing everything. The family is the institution par excellence which
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makes present the value of truth, because, in the family, we are what we are, we seem
to be what we seem to be. Lying, disguising, or appearances do not hold up. In the
family, we are loved as we truly are. And we usually can’t- nor do we want to - hide our
values, our virtues, not even our flaws or our limitations. And it is in the family, where
we can correct ourselves; where we can change and where we can change others,
when they go off track. If, in general, we lose our way, we know that it can only be
recovered through the institution par excellence of truth, which is the family. Therefore,
without a doubt, some look, with particular fury and perseverance, to denaturalize,
break down, and utilize the institution of the family. Not only do some seek to destroy,
no, they also seek to misuse the family in order to defend counter-values and therefore,
at times, the family itself can be a harmful institution to the extent that what it
represents is not human rights but rather false human rights, not values, but rather
counter-values. Therefore, it is more important than those of us who wish to resist,
defeat the mainstream which is relativism, know how to defend positively, giving
prestige to the institution of the family, starting with the most valuable part of it: the
transmission and conservation of human life.



