
III. SPEECHES GIVEN ON SUNDAY 27TH MAY

III.1. PLENARY SESSION
FREEDOM OF EDUCATION
Presides:
Jaime Urcelay
Profesionales por la Ética
President

Mr. Urcelay gives the following presentation speech in Spanish:

For me and for the Association, Profesionales por la Ética (“Professionals for Ethics”), it
is a true honour to have been asked by the organisers of the World Congress of Families
to chair this Plenary Session.

Over  the  next  hour  we  shall  devote  this  session  to  the  question  of  Freedom  in
Education, an undoubtedly crucial theme with regard to the present and future of our
families and society as a whole.

Based on a somewhat negative perspective, which is to say, in view of the restrictions
and threats that educational freedom is subject to today, it is certainly true that we can
come across a very wide range of different circumstances throughout the world. 

Nevertheless,  we can  detect  a  certain  tendency  for  States  to  tighten  their  grip  on
education, going beyond the subsidiary role that corresponds to them, and - something
that is truly alarming -  we can observe a growing level of interference on the part of
international  bodies  linked  to  the  United  Nations  in  national  education  policies,
especially in the developing countries. In this respect, they seek to impose, sometimes
through barefaced  economic  blackmail,  the ideological  myths  of  what  is  known as
"new world ethics", which is contrary to the true path of Mankind and which is layered
with radical anti-family and anti-life overtones.  

In Spain, we are only too familiar with this negative side of educational freedom. The
problem comes from way back, but in recent years Spanish families and Spanish civil
society have been assaulted in a number of very different ways:

 The obligation for all  kinds of  schools  to adopt civic  education subjects  and
programmes,  affective/sex  education  programmes  and  even  subjects  of  a
scientific nature that have a strong relativist and lay ideological dimension.

 Restrictions  regarding  parents’  free  choice  of  educational  centre  for  their
children.

 Obstacles regarding religious education chosen by parents in State schools.
 Prohibition of homeschooling and persecution of parents who have chosen this

free education option.
 And, above all,  the creation of  a highly toxic  cultural  and media-based eco-

system, one very often promoted by the public authorities, that is incompatible
with any kind of serious education system.

Fortunately, these attacks have elicited a response from parents that fills us with hope
for the future.
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However,  alongside this rather negative outlook regarding educational freedom, we
must also recall a more positive side to the question. If we are convinced of the fact
that,  as  the Blessed Jean Paul  II  never  tired of  proclaiming,  “The  future  of  society
resides in the family and the future of the family is inextricably linked to that of society
as a whole”, it is essential for families to commit themselves to the education of their
children. Freedom of Education must be defended, and vigorously so, but, above all,
freedom  of  education  must  be  exercised.  It  must  be  exercised  in  a  personal  and
responsible manner, imbued with love, to the benefit of each of the children that God
has given us and to the benefit of the Common Good.

Let us not forget, dear Congress participants, that the family "is the first and principal
school" and it constitutes the unavoidable answer to the current educational crisis.

Translation: T-SIRK
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