
 

 
 

Concept Note and Agenda for  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 20, 2014  
Washington, D.C., USA 

 
NOM will organize the first global gathering of pro-marriage leaders from all nations to officially launch 
the International Organization for Marriage (IOM) on June 20th in Washington D.C. This is a VIP-private 
event (no press/media involvement). 
 
I. Vision 
 
In 2014, civilization is being faced with global challenges based upon the threat to its fundamental unit – 
the family formed by a man and a woman. 
 
In America, Europe and the rest of the Western world, there will be a stronger push for the redefinition of 
marriage and renewed pressure from interest groups and supranational bureaucracies. Just within the first 
weeks of January, activists judges in Utah and a minority of EU parlamentarians unfortunately proved this 
assumption to be true with their support of a twisted interpretation of a federal decision and the so called 
Lunacek EU report, a “roadmap” to top down recognition of same-sex marriage in disguise.  
 
But the same international lobbies increasingly weigh upon sovereign nations in Africa, Latin America and 
Eastern Europe with global press campaigns clashing with local culture. The makeover of traditional 
marriage laws, family, and freedom of religion thus became the number one social issue debated in the 
media around the Winter Olympic games in Russia. Nations like Nigeria and the Philippines are repeatedly 
targeted for their legislation banning same-sex marriage without a chance to respond.   
 
But the truth is that marriage is winning on many fronts: a federal judge in the US struck down a state 
judge’s unilateral decision to allow same-sex unions; citizens of Croatia just voted by referendum to protect 
marriage in the country’s constitution; millions continue to rallying in France to protest a law passed in 
2013 allowing same-sex marriage and adoption; religious leaders and their flocks in Africa applaud their 
leader’s decision to resist the liberal cultural imperialism. And the list goes on… 
 
GFM will provide marriage supporters from all nations with the only platform to learn from top-level 
dignitaries standing for marriage, network and get equipped with the most up-to-date science and winning 
strategies learned from past successes and failures.  
 
II. Goals:  
 
The goals of the Forum are to: 
Build capacity through education, global updates on victories and losses, and best practices. 

1. Recognize marriage leaders through high-level keynote speeches and top-level panel 
discussions.  

2. Build an active global marriage coalition through networking and partnerships forging with pro-
marriage organizations and institutions. 

3. Launch IOM and follow-up coalition venues and tools for ongoing remote collaboration and 
synergies. 
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Thursday June 19th 
 
(optional) 11am - 1pm March for Marriage Washington, D.C. 

 
(optional) 2pm - 5pm Rest, Networking, Refreshment 

 
6:30pm - 9:00pm Check-in and Welcome Dinner (NOM Gala) 

 
 
Friday June 20th - morning 
 
7am - 8am 
(optional) 

Mass and other religious services  

8am - 9am 
8am - 8:30am 

8:30am – 8:55am 

Breakfast & Keynote Speaker 
Welcome & Individual Introductions 

Why a Global Forum? 
 

 
David Lejeune, OPUSfidelis 
Brian Brown, National Organization for Marriage 

9am - 9:45am Winning Messages, 
Winning Campaigns for Marriage 
 

Frank Schubert, Mission Public Affairs 

9:45am - 10am Coffee Break, Interviews 
 

 

10am - 10:45am How the French got Millions of People to Rally for Marriage 
 

Ludovine de la Rochere (France), La Manif Pour Tous 

10:45am-12pm Building Your Infrastructure 
(“What We Can Learn from the Left?”) 

Bridget Wagner, The Heritage Foundation (moderator) 
Luca Volonte (Italy), Novae Terrae & Dignitatis Humanae Institute 
Richard Viguerie, ConservativeHQ.com 
To Be Announced 
 

12pm-1:15pm Lunch & Keynote Speaker 
“The Public Case for Marriage” 

Robert P. George, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence 
at Princeton University (keynote speaker) 
Jennifer Marshall, The Heritage Foundation 
Ryan Anderson, The Heritage Foundation 
Sherif Girgis, The Heritage Foundation 
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Friday June 20th - afternoon & evening 
 
1:30pm - 2:15pm What does the Social Science Say 

 
Luis Tellez, The Witherspoon Institute (moderator) 
Mark Regnerus, Acton Institute  
 

 

2:15pm - 4pm Lessons from the Frontlines 
 
 

David Quinn (Ireland), Iona Institute (moderator) 
Alexey Komov (Russia), Family Policy.RU 
Francisco Tatad (Philippines), former cabinet Minister and Senator 
Theresa Okafor (Nigeria), Foundation for African Cultural Heritage 
Zeljka Markic (Croatia), In the Name of the Family 
 

 

4pm - 4:15pm Coffee Break, Interviews 
 

  

4:15pm - 5:30pm What to do When Your Country Gets Marriage Wrong?  
 

Colin Hart (England), The Christian Institute (moderator) 
Ignacio Arsuaga (Spain), Hazteoir 
Peter Kearney (Scotland), Scotish Catholic Media Office  
 

 

5:30pm - 6:45pm A Policy of Family Destruction; 
Worldwide Initiatives and Ideas to Stop it 
 

Austin Ruse, C-FAM (moderator) 
Christine Vollmer (Venezuela), Latin American Alliance for Family 
Larry Jacobs, World Congress of Families 
Father Piotr Mazurkiewicz (Poland), Cardinal S. Wyszyński University 
 

 

6:45pm - 7:15pm Closing remarks and launch of IOM 
 

David Lejeune, OPUSfidelis 
Brian Brown, National Organization for Marriage 
 

 

7:15pm - 7:45pm Cocktail & Networking, Interviews 
 

  

7:45pm - 9pm Dinner & Keynote Speakers 
 

Most Reverend Dominique Rey (France), Bishop of Frejus-Toulon 
To Be Announced 
 

 

9pm... Networking Night (bar & cigars...)   
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VIP Attendees: 
Attendees to the Global Forum on Marriage are selected national and international leaders engaged in the promotion and 
defense of marriage between a man and a woman in policy and public debate. We expect around 40 to 60 representatives from large foundations, organizations 
and activist movements from over 30 countries. 
 
We limit the number of VIPs voluntarily to make sure we have reliable and dedicated men and women who are genuinely interested in learning from best 
practices and eventually participate in joint actions when necessary. There is no future commitment attached to attending the Forum. 
The Global Forum on Marriage is a global private and by invitation only event (no media presence nor coverage). 
 
 
Schedule Notes: 

§ Speaker Name: Confirmed   -   Speaker Name: Invited 
 

§ Yellow schedule cells indicate time for networking opportunities. 
 

§ Presentation structure (non-panel): 15 minutes (maximum) presentation, 20 minutes Questions & Answers. 
 

§ Presentation structure (panel): 15 minutes (maximum) presentation per person, 20 minutes moderated Q&As. Moderators are also presenters. 
 

§ Slides/PowerPoint allowed for panel and non-panel presentations. Slides/PowerPoint must be written in English. 
 
 
Countries Invited (to date): 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Chile, Columbia, Croatia, Ecuador, Egypt, England, France, Germany, Guatemala, Ireland, Italy, Kenya, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malawi, Mexico, Moldova, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Russia, Saint Lucia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Trinidad & Tobago, United States, Vatican. 
Please contact us at VIPGFM2014@imarriage.org if you know grassroots leaders and defenders of Marriage in any other countries. 
 
 


