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Summary of talk by Babette Francis
on
The Evils of Sex Trafficking.

The UN Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of
the Prostitution of Others was approved by the General Assembly resolution 317 (IV) of 2
December 1949 and came into force 25 July 1951. The Preamble states: "Whereas
prostitution and the accompanying evil of the traffic in persons for the purpose of prostitution
are incompatible with the dignity and worth of the human person and endanger the welfare
of the individual, the family and the community......"

Article 6 of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women states: "States Parties shall take all appropriate measures including legislation to
suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women".

At the UN's Commission on the Status of Women session in March this year in New York,
supported by the Holy See, Endeavour Forum sponsored a Non-Government Organisation
"parallel event" showing the film "Nefarious: Merchant of Souls"”, a documentary which
highlights the evils of the global trade in sex trafficking. "Nefarious" was produced by
Exodus Cry, an international anti-trafficking organisation committed to abolishing modern-
day slavery through prayers, awareness and assisting victims.

The documentary describes how women are beaten, stripped and sold to the highest
bidder. Lisa Thompson of the Salvation Army says that legal regimes of prostitution codify
and normalise male demand for commercial sex as their guaranteed right. "The
experiences of sex-trafficked women are not 'work experience'. They endure serial rape".

Free for Life International, a non-profit organization based in Franklin, Tennessee, in
partnership with Peace Rehabilitation Center (P.R.C.) of Kathmandu, Nepal has
announced the opening of the very first human trafficking border monitoring station on the
Tibet border. This station is designed to prevent the buying and selling of young Nepali girls
into Tibet.

Legalisation of prostitution and brothels in western countries results in an increase in illegal
brothels and fuels the billion-dollar trade in sex trafficking. Sweden is to be commended for
model legislation which criminalises the purchasing of prostitution. Israel is also drafting
similar legislation.

Mrs. Babette Francis
National & Overseas Co-ordinator


mailto:babette@endeavourforum.org.au
http://www.endeavourforum.org.au/

