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In recent decades, there has been an unprecedented increase in the corpus of international
law dealing with sensitive social issues including marriage, the family and parental rights. Self-
styled experts, power grabbing compliance committees and intergovernmental bodies have 
churned out recommendations, condemnations and soft-law in an aggressive attempt to redefine 
marriage and family values and to obliterate parental rights.

This presentation will provide practical and concrete steps for re-conquering lost ground 
in relation to the family. It will proceed in a four-fold manner:

1. Strategic Litigation: Best Practice Examples

2. Working in an alliance: From the court room to the legislature.

3. Lexicon: Winning the cultural war through language.

4. Messaging: Framing the issue for the debate.

By way of introduction the presentation will also provide examples from current 
European ADF cases where the family has been under direct and aggressive attack.


