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First of all, this title imposes a question.

Is it possible for the different NGOs, which are active in the promotion of inalienable values, to
have an impact during elections?

We know and see that different associations have in Parliaments’ ordinary life and during electoral
periods  a  strong  influence  on  results,  workers’ trade  unions,  entrepreneurs’ associations,  press
lobbies etc..

We  should  recognize  that  in  the  current  evolution  of  our  European  and  Western  democracies’
political  life,  the  “intermediate  bodies”  find  very hard  to  play  the  role  they played  in  the  last
century.  Distance  between  politics  and society  has  usually  no  actors  in  the  middle  who could
mediate  different  needs  and  present  them  with  success.  While  the  evolution  of  the  social
communication systems, social media or network has very interesting aspects for the diffusion of
information, it sometimes fools the citizen into having a real influence towards the political world.

However, in this increasing complexity, the impact of NGOs in favor of life, family and education
on politics itself and on the life of the future government is increasing.

It is very important to give the right messages. There are good Christian reasons to support our
values, there are other good reasons to support our reasons on the basis of all basic documents on
Human Rights. Next week, on the occasion of the World Family Day in Milan, a research will be
presented  through  a  wide  international  socio-economic  study.  Empirical  data  show that  family
founded on wedding and open to life is the best investment for the development of society and
democracies. 

It is therefore possible to have an impact during elections, but it is indispensible that this impact has
some effects before elections.

It  is  necessary before elections  that  a  political  friendship rises.  There  is  a  friendly relationship
between  one  or  more  parties  and  associations  so  that  already  in  the  elaboration  of  electoral
programmes it is possible to discuss and introduce “together” themes and measures in favor of our
values. This is not always possible, however it is necessary to “keep this opportunity open”.

The weeks before elections, it is necessary to publish on national newspapers an advertisement on
the points and measures for which a public commitment is asked to parties. All citizens should be
able to know “if and which” parties are committed on the issues of life and family etc.

Politics and parties needs to demonstrate reliability on the commitments taken on, for ideal and
electoral  matters.  Parties  need  votes  but  also  consensus  during  their  parliamentary  and
governmental mandate. 



A mutual reliability opens a good opportunity to influence also the appointment of Vice-Ministers,
Ministers or Presidents of Parliamentary Committees. I think that the big NGOs should ask, without
any fear, to have “guarantees”.

Two kind of guarantees are possible:

-  to have the opportunity to choose a trustworthy person among  the institutional posts;

- to have the opportunity to decide together with the government the “timing” of legislative
evolutions.

To conclude, I think it could be possible to have a useful impact for politics and NGOs before,
during and after elections.

I think it is necessary to make a step forward in our Europe for a greater and efficient action of the
pro-family  NGO,  especially  in  this  moment  in  which  everything  seems  to  bring  toward  the
banalization of marriage and family.

I would like to mention three examples:

-  in Spain, the action of most of you provoked a popular change, the Government has since now
respected  some  commitment  taken  on  concerning  freedom  of  education  and  education  to
citizenship, for example. Other things should be done, but the first steps are positive;

-   these  last  years  in  Italy,  pressure  of  pro-life  and  pro-family  ONGs  has  decreased.  When
supporting parties we are not able to verify the positive effects on the government’s action. My
opinion concerning Italy is very negative, although I hope to be wrong;

 - in many countries (Croatia, Slovenia, Sweden etc) there is a great positive vivacity by pro-family
NGOs; sometimes success is the result of referendum fights, sometimes families’ participation in
education issues increases. Positive signs are many. I personally continue to think that this historical
period is not only decisive but also in favor of our reasons.

People are always more at the forefront of  politics, in fact if pro-gay marriage lobbies are so active
today is because they well know that at the centre of the European debate there are measures to
fight against the crisis which starts from the centrality of the family.  Catholic and non-Catholic
families ask for more attention and support measures.  This is therefore time to raise the voice,
without any fears nor psychological subjection. NGOs which are present today have the right to ask
for more attention.

Thank you for the attention. I hope to have briefly clarify my point of view on the issue.
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