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Dear Participants of the World Congress of Families!

I would like to congratulate you on the opening of the Sixth Session of the Congress,

which for 15 years in a row has been gathering together people of very different occupations

and interests:  scientists  and researchers,  religious figures,  government  officials,  and public

activists who are united by their understanding of the timeless values of the family and the

human  life  per  se.  Your  activities  within  the  framework  of  the  Congress  are  of  great

importance, since through cooperation of representatives of various spheres and exchange of

experiences accumulated by the proponents of traditional values in different countries we can

overcome the overwhelming crisis of the family affecting the majority of humankind.

Having  articulated  the  agenda  of  today’s  meeting,  namely  “Marriage  and  Family,

Future  of  Society,”  the  Congress  organizers  pointed  to  the  interrelationship  between  a

condition of a family and a shape of the world, where our descendants will live. The family is

one of the pillars of any civilization and, along with other functions, it enables continuity in

the development of humankind by creating intergenerational communications and ensuring the

transfer of traditions. And when today we face various challenges to the traditional family, we

understand that these are the challenges to the human civilization as we know it.

When  discussing  the  family  problems,  the  experts  of  the  World  Public  Forum

“Dialogue of Civilizations” have come to a conclusion that  preservation of the traditional

family is a key in overcoming the fundamental problems of today’s world. To resolve this

difficult issue, we should first answer the question of how, in the contemporary aggressive

information environment, to restore the traditional perception of the family and its values by

the young people and deliver such a perception through them to the future generations. 

I am convinced that the World Congress of Families will help us in formulating the

right answer.

I wish you fruitful work at the Congress and every success in your future activities. I

hope that our voices in support of the family and traditional values will sound at a full scale in

today’s society.
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