1.5.3.4. Monica Lopez-Barahona (Spain)
Centro de Estudios Biosanitarios (center for biosanitary studies)
Doctor and researcher

Mrs. Lopez-Barahona gives the following lecture in Spanish:

“In Vitro Fertilization: a Therapy against Infertility?”
She hands over the following synopsis:
[1 Embryonic selection by reason of genes:

In conflict with:
- the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
- the Convention of Human Rights and Biomedicine.

[l Invitro fertilization techniques:

If the union takes place outside the womb, it is analyzed under the microscope and the
process is observed:

- rejection of non-viable embryos (eugenics);

- introduction of various zygotes into the womb;

- at times, selective abortions are done, in case of multiple implantations (abortion);
- freezing of excess embryos (interruption of growth of embryo).

[] Freezing of embryos:

- damage 30%.
- suspension of life.
- paralization of metabolic activity, delay in normal process of degradation.
- One cannot determine when a frozen embryo dies. One can only know if it is dead by
thawing it out.
-Applications:
.indefinite freezing;
.prenatal adoption;
.thawing and death;
.thawing and use for investigation with consequent death.

[1 Implications of in vitro fertilization for the human embryo:

- degrading to a product.



- selection of gametes.

- selection of embryos: elective death of embryos.

- transfer of embryos - Normally not all are implanted.

- permanence of embryo in a dish/womb during its first five or seven days.
-freezing.

-fertilization with anomalous sperm: inverted biological selection.

[l Respect for the human embryo:

-statute of human embryo.

-A child is gift, not a right or a product.

-act of sublime love/act of sublime technology.

-embryo: product that undergoes various quality controls.
-In vitro fertilization attacks family unity.

Translation: Frank Kures



