
The foundation of a free and just society can only be built upon a recognition and affirmation of the dignity
of  each  person.   However,  the  British  government  gives  more  bilateral  overseas  aid for  abortion and
population control than for clean drinking water. A newly published government report indicates that the
Department for International Development's 2001/02 bilateral funding commitments are £260 million for
"reproductive health services", while "safe drinking water and adequate sanitation" are given only £78.8
million.  "Reproductive  health"  is  a  term  commonly  used  to  include  abortion,  sterilization  and
contraception. Water and food production are basic human needs,  so why does the British government
prefer to promote population control?

At the European Commission, it is interesting to note that the former name for the regulation, “Aid for
Population Policies and Programs in Developing Countries” is renamed “Aid for Policies and Actions on
Reproductive and Sexual Health and Rights in Developing Countries”.  This underlines the shift in policy
at the EU level.

There is also a large increase in the funds made available to implement this new focused regulation.  In
2002, 8.069 million euros were made available whereas from 2003 to 2006 the budget committee is ready
to give 13.95 million euros per year.  In the Sandbaek Report, discussed in the development committee of
the European  Parliament,  the focus is  almost entirely on sexual and reproductive  health care.   This is
similar to the British government’s attitude.  Again, why is the focus on sexual and reproductive health care
and not on basic human needs, such as clean water?

Creating a new budget line is contradictory to the request of the Commission to simplify and rationalize the
budget lines.  The funds are supposed to be more channeled and so avoid dispersion.

We suggest that you ask that the following amendments are voted for: 

Amendment by Dana Rosemary Scallon, Daniel J. Hannan, Den Dover
Amendment 10
Recital 2 a (new)
(2 a) In the context of this regulation, abortion, which can never be promoted as a
family-planning method cannot be considered as a service which guarantees
sexual and reproductive health,

Amendment by Elizabeth Montfort and Nicole Thomas-Mauro
Amendment 20
Recital 8
INSTEAD OF
(8) The International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) held in Cairo in 1994, followed
by the ICPD + 5 in 1999, set out an ambitious agenda for tackling population, reproductive and sexual
health and rights issues, 
VOTE
(8) The International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD)  and the  ICPD + 5, set out an
ambitious agenda.  The Community and its Member States maintain their commitment to the specific
reproductive health goal that was agreed at the ICPD, to “make accessible, through the primary health
care system, reproductive health care to all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no
later than the year 2015” (ICPD Programme of Action, para. 7.6) and decide to introduce within the
same timescale a policy to cater for and support future mothers in distress so as to support and help
them to choose to bear their children,

 Amendment by Elizabeth Montfort and Nicole Thomas-Mauro
Amendment 22
Recital 8a (new)
(8a) The present regulation reaffirms that population policy cannot be linked to reproductive and sexual
rights,



Justification
Linking population policy with sexual and reproductive rights might offer a highly damaging opening for
the possible introduction of a Malthusian policy.
Besides,  it  is  not  for  us  to  impose a western vision of  population and how it  should be regulated on
countries and peoples which have traditions and cultures different from our own.

Amendment by Dana Rosemary Scallon, Daniel J. Hanna, Den Dover
Amendment 36
Recital 11
INSTEAD OF
(11) No support is to be given under this Regulation to incentives to encourage sterilisation or abortion as a
means of family planning nor to the improper testing of contraception methods in developing countries, 
VOTE
(11) No support is to be given under this Regulation to incentives to encourage sterilisation or abortion nor
to the improper testing of contraception methods in developing countries,

Amendment by Elizabeth Montfort and Nicole Thomas-Mauro
Amendment 40
Recital 15
INSTEAD OF
(15) In accordance with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality set out in Article 5 of the Treaty,
the objective of the proposed action, namely to improve sexual and reproductive  health and to secure
respect for the rights related thereto, with particular reference to developing countries, cannot be attained
by the Member States acting alone and, by reason of the scale and effects of the proposed action,  can
therefore only be achieved by the Community. This Regulation confines itself to the minimum required
to achieve that objective and does not go beyond what is necessary for that purpose,
VOTE
(15) In accordance with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality set out in Article 5 of the Treaty,
the objective of the proposed action, namely to improve sexual and reproductive  health and to secure
respect for the rights related thereto, with particular reference to developing countries,  can be attained by
the Member States  acting alone  and, by reason  of the scale and effects  of the proposed action,  close
intergovernmental cooperation needs to be established in this field,
Justification
The way in which the subsidiarity principle is presented in the initial proposal does not seem appropriate.
Besides, the traditional close ties existing between many Member States and developing countries should
justify  bilateral  policies  and,  in  particular,  intergovernmental  cooperation,  which  would  undoubtedly
produce quicker and more effective results.

Amendment  by Vitaliano Gemelli,  Mario  Mantovani,  Antonio Tajani,  Guido Bodrato,  Amalia Sartori,
Luigi Cesaro and Francesco Fiori
Amendment 44
Article 1, paragraph 2
INSTEAD OF
(2) The Community shall provide financial assistance and appropriate expertise with a view to promoting
the recognition of reproductive and sexual rights, safe motherhood and universal access to a comprehensive
range of safe and reliable reproductive and sexual health services.   
VOTE
(2) The Community shall provide financial assistance and appropriate expertise with a view to promoting
the  recognition  of  reproductive  and  sexual  rights,  better  sexual  education,  safe  and  responsible
motherhood and universal access to a comprehensive range of safe and reliable reproductive and sexual
health services, with due regard for national laws and cultural and religious values.

Amendment by Dana Rosemary Scallon, Daniel J. Hanna, Den Dover
Amendment 46
Article 1, paragraph 2 a (new)
VOTE 



(2 a) In the context of this regulation, including those countries which permit abortion as a supposed
solution to a conflict between the rights of the mother and the rights of the child, abortion can never be
promoted as a family-planning method and therefore cannot be financed as a sexual and reproductive
health service by the European Union;

Amendment by Elizabeth Montfort and Nicole Thomas- Mauro
Amendment 49
Article 2(b)
INSTEAD OF
(b) Enable women, men and adolescents to have access  to a comprehensive range of safe and reliable
reproductive and sexual health care services and products;
VOTE
(b)  Enable  women,  men  and  adolescents  to  have  access  to  a  comprehensive  range  of  quality,  safe,
accessible, affordable and reliable reproductive and sexual health care services, supplies and information
and to centres to cater for and assist future mothers in distress to support and help them in choosing to
bear their children,

Amendment by Cristiana Muscardini
Amendment 56
Article 3, paragraph 1(b)
INSTEAD OF
(b) ensure that poor people have better access to quality reproductive and sexual health services, offering
them, in particular, contraceptive choice and the prevention and diagnosis of sexually transmitted infection;
VOTE
(b) ensure that poor people have better access to quality reproductive and sexual health services, offering
them , in particular, contraceptive choice, including natural methods, and the prevention and diagnosis of
sexually  transmitted  infection,  including  HIV/AIDS  and  the  provision  of  voluntary  confidential
counselling and testing (VCCT);

 
Amendment by Elizabeth Montfort and Nicole Thomas-Mauro
Amendment 61
Article 3, paragraph 1(c)
INSTEAD OF
(c) provide adolescents with  the necessary  information,  services  and skills to  protect  their reproductive
and sexual health and avoid unwanted pregnancies;
VOTE
(c) provide adolescents with an education, information and services, designed to make them responsible
and protect them with regard to sexual health and sexual behaviour and to give them greater respect for
their own and others' bodies and, in the case of unwanted pregnancies, give future mothers access to help
centres that will support and assist them in choosing to bear their children;
Justification
Providing adolescents with information is important but insufficient. They must be given
education  which allows them to take  responsibility  for  their  sexual  behaviour and gives  them greater
respect for the bodies of others. In addition, a support policy is needed for adolescents facing unwanted
pregnancies to help them find the best solution enabling them to avoid recourse to abortion - a decision
which is always highly emotional.
 
Amendment by Cristiana Muscardini
Amendment 70
Article 3, paragraph 1(da) (new)
VOTE
(da) fight against abortion where is it used as a means of contraception and family planning;

Amendment by the Committee on Women's Rights and Equal Opportunities
Amendment 75



Article 3, paragraph 1(ea) (new)
(ea) fight sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, by putting in place counselling and 
information services for the populations concerned on infection, transmission mechanisms, and the 
behaviour that spreads these diseases;

 Amendment by Ulla Margrethe Sandbæk
Amendment 76
Article 3, paragraph 1(f)
INSTEAD OF
(f)  promote  comprehensive  maternal  health  programmes,  for  the  provision  of  ante-natal  care  and  the
establishment of a professional body of skilled birth attendants;
VOTE
(f) promote comprehensive maternal health programmes, including the provision of quality ante-natal care,
care during childbirth and post-natal care,  and the; establishment / expansion of a body of skilled birth
attendants;

The following sections cannot be changed as they are in the original text however the amendments
CAN STILL be rejected:

Amendment by Ulla Margrethe Sandbæk
Amendment 1
Recital 1
ORIGINAL

(1) The European Community is deeply concerned by the reproductive and sexual health conditions of
women and men aged 15 to 49 in developing countries. High maternal mortality and morbidity 
rates and the lack of a full range of safe and reliable reproductive and sexual health services 
undermine all efforts to increase economic development, expand opportunities and safeguard 
livelihoods in developing countries,

AMENDMENT
(1) The European Community is deeply concerned by the reproductive and sexual health conditions of 
women and men, in particular those aged 15 to 49 in developing countries. High maternal mortality and 
morbidity rates, the lack of a full range of safe and reliable reproductive and sexual health care and 
services, supplies and information and the pread of HIV and AIDS undermine all efforts for 
povertyeradication, to enhance sustainable development, expand opportunities and safeguard livelihoods 
in developing
countries,
Justification
Many people, especially young people, are denied the information they need to make fully
informed decisions about their sexual relationships. This means they are not able to protect themselves 
against infection and pregnancy when sexually active. The lack of information is often deliberate, due to a 
belief at government, formal educative and family level, that it will encourage promiscuity. Services, 
supplies and information go in tandem: A unilateral approach to one reduces people’s capacity to 
effectively fulfil their reproductive health needs.

Amendment 21
Recital 8a (new)
REJECT
(8a) The ICPD sets the goal to make accessible, through the primary health care system, sexual and 
reproductive health services to all individuals as soon as possible and no later than the year 2015, 

32, Amendment by Ulla Margrethe Sandbæk
Amendment 32



Recital 9e (new)
REJECT
(9 e) The sustained supply, availability and affordability of more effective and acceptable methods of 
contraception and protection from sexually transmitted infection, including HIV/AIDS, is crucial in 
achieving the ICPD goals; it denotes an adequate supply and choice of quality reproductive health –
related supplies for every person who needs them. This form of security requires, not only the 
commodities themselves, but the capacity to forecast, finance, procure and deliver them to the
places they are needed, at the times they are needed,

Amendment by Ulla Margrethe Sandbæk
Amendment 42
ORIGINAL 
Article 1, paragraph 2

(2) The Community shall provide financial assistance and appropriate expertise with a view to 
promoting the recognition of reproductive and sexual rights, safe motherhood and universal access
to a comprehensive range of safe and reliable reproductive and sexual health services.

AMENDMENT
(2) The Community shall provide financial assistance and appropriate expertise with a view to promoting a
holistic approach to and the recognition of reproductive and sexual health and rights as defined in the 
ICPD Programme of Action, including safe motherhood and universal access to a comprehensive range of 
safe and reliable reproductive and sexual health care and services.

Amendment by Francisca Sauquillo Pérez del Arco
Amendment 64
Article 3, paragraph 1(c)
ORIGINAL
(c) provide adolescents with the necessary information, services and skills to protect their reproductive and 
sexual health and avoid unwanted pregnancies;
AMENDMENT
(c) provide adolescents with the necessary information, services and skills to protect their reproductive and 
sexual health and avoid unwanted pregnancies and, in cases where these do occur, the necessary support, 
information and treatment to ensure freedom of choice as regards termination of the pregnancy under 
acceptable conditions of hygiene and safety;

81, Amendment by Ulla Margrethe Sandbæk
Amendment 81
Article 3, paragraph 1(g)(a) (new)
REJECT
(g a) reduce unsafe abortions by diminishing the number of unwanted pregnancies through the 
provision of family planning information and services, including emergency contraception, and by 
investing in the training and equipping of medical service personnel to manage the complications 
resulting from unsafe abortion.

Amendment 90
Article 6, paragraph 1(e)
(e) international organisations, such as the United Nations and its agencies, as well as
development banks, financial institutions, global initiatives, international public/private partnerships;
INSTEAD OF
(e) international organisations, such as the United Nations and its agencies, funds and
programmes, as well as development banks, financial institutions, global initiatives, international 
public/private partnerships;


	VOTE

