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ONLY 50 DAYS UNTIL THE SIXTH WORLD CONGRESS OF FAMILIES  

EXPERTS FROM OVER 80 COUNTRIES WILL EXAMINE HOW POLITICS AFFECTS FAMILIES 

Reconciling family with work in times of 

crisis will be the subject of debate in the 

WCF-Madrid-2012 
 
More than 500 associations and pro-family and pro-life ‘think tanks’, 

including some of the most influential ones in the world, will be meeting 

together in  Spain, from the 25th till the 27th of May, in the sixth biannual 

Congress on the institution of the family 

 
MADRID, APRIL 5th, 2012.- Many of the laws and measures adopted in favour of the 
reconciliation of work and family are losing  impetus in the European Welfare State, as a 
consequence of the serious economic crisis.  

Without entering into too many details, the recently elected Spanish Government has just 
passed a budget bill in which the project for the creation of 300,000 pre-school places simply 
disappears, there will be less funds available for free university fees for large families, and the 
proposal of an increased paternity leave will be put off indefinitely, according to a recent 
article in the Spanish daily newspaper, El País.  

This is just a sample of some of the decisions which are being taken by European governments 

in order to reduce drastically the enormous indebtedness of the various States.   

Eliminating or reducing family benefits: is this really the right way for us to end the crisis?  

Can there be any greater priority than covering the basic needs of the family unit?  

What is the role of the Family in an open and prosperous society? Or in times of crisis?  

Which public policies are the right ones for Families in a developed Society?  

 

More than 1,500 experts and government officials from over 80 democratic countries will be 
debating on the place of the family in a society in crisis, within the framework of the Sixth 
World Congress of Families, which will be held from the 25th till the 27th of May, in  Madrid’s 
Convention Centre, the “Palacio de Congresos.”  

“Reconciling family with work is the key for achieving real equality of opportunity between 

men and women,” comments Paloma Girona, the Spanish coordinator of the Congress, 
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organised by 500 pro-family and pro-life associations and think tanks from throughout the 

world. Among these are some of the most prestigious and  influential ones in the world, such 

as Human Life International, Alliance Defense Fund, The Howard Center for Family, Religion & 

Society or The Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute.  

 

This reconciliation will be one of the main topics at the Sixth World Congress of Families 

(WCF), as Paloma Girona points out: 

 

“There are going to be papers read at the plenary sessions, colloquia and seminars specifically 

devoted to analysing models of reconciliation in developed countries, to investigate what 

separates GOOD practices from bad ones, and to propose better and more efficient laws  in 

order to help families to reconcile their home life with their careers,” explains the coordinator 

of WCF-Madrid 2012. 

 

In the official website of the Congress, www.congresomundial.es, we can see further details of 

the scientific, artistic and cultural programme of the Congress. 

 

Speeches, Conferences, colloquia, seminars, music, cinema, literature and a large-scale Fair   

regarding the Family, with exhibitors  from all over the world will be getting together from the 

25th till the 27th of May, in Madrid’s Palacio de Congresos, located in the  Paseo de la 

Castellana, in the heart of Madrid.  

 

This will be the most important “cultural Olympiad” on the subject of the Family ever held in 

Spain, as it is described by its organisers.   

 

The proximity of the dates of the Congress with those of the World Encounter of the Families, 

in Milan (the WCF-Madrid 2012 takes place on the preceding weekend) will make it possible 

for numerous pilgrims, en route to their Encounter with the Holy Father, to make a stopover in 

Madrid.  

 

Cardinal Ennio Antonelli, President del Pontifical Council for the Family, is scheduled to speak 

in the Opening Session of the WCF-Madrid-2012, as well as Monsignor Juan Antonio Reig  Plá, 

President of the Commission on Family and Life of the Spanish Episcopal Conference. 

 

Facts about the WCF  

 

Within a few days, from the 25th  to the 27th of May, the World Congress of Families will take 

place in Madrid. The theme will be “Marriage and the Family, the Future of Society.”    
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The participants will number between 1,500 and 2,000 persons from more than 80 
countries: couples, fathers and mothers, specialists, government officials, leaders from 
Pro-life and Pro-family organisations, and advisors in matters of the family as an 
institution. This promises to be the most important “cultural Olympiad” ever taking 
place in Spain, with regard to Marriage, the Family, the Right to Life, freedom of 
Religion, and freedom of choice in Education.    

 

A great deal of foreign media attention will be directed at Spain as an ideal place for 
families and for bringing up children.  

 

Monsignor Ennio Antonelli will honour us with his presence in the opening 

ceremonies. He will present to the Members of the Congress the details of the World 

Encounter of Families, to be held in Milan during the following weekend.    

 

The organizers of the Congress, made up of more than 500 Pro-Life and Pro-family 

groups from 80 countries, are taking advantage of the fact that the Congress and the 

Encounter in Milan of the families with the Holy Father, are taking place on successive 

weekends, so that the Madrid Congress can also be a meeting place for the pilgrims on 

their way to the Encounter with the Holy Father.  

 

Another important presence in the Opening Session of the Congress will be Monsignor 

Juan Antonio Reig Pla, President of the Commission on Family and Life of the Spanish 

Episcopal Conference.   

  

The speakers’ panel is made up of about one hundred experts in politics as applied to 
the family, government officials, writers, artists, political leaders, and activists from 
Pro-Life and Pro-Family organizations from the U.S., Latin America, Europe, Africa and 
Oceania. 

 

The organizers represent about 500 Pro-Life and Pro-family groups, some of which are 
among the most prestigious and influential in the world.    
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Among others, we find: 

 

● The Howard Center for Family, Religion & Society  

● Alliance Defense Fund, ADF  

● The Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute  

● Latin American Alliance for the Family  

● Familia y Sociedad and Red Familia  

● Focus on the Family – Colorado Springs, CO  

● The Family Research Council - Washington, DC  

● Concerned Women for America - Washington, DC  

● Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,  

● Southern Baptist Convention (Mr & Mrs. Patterson)  

● Real Women of Canada  

● Human Life International  

● Priests for Life  

● Australia Family Association  

● Family and Demography Foundation,  

● Russian Orthodox Church, Moscow  

● HazteOir.org 

 

The speakers will be covering numerous subjects of interest, for example policies in 

support of the family in democratic societies, the Institution of Marriage, the culture of 

Life, the so-called “demographic winter” in developed societies, and freedom of 

religion as well as in the field of education.  

                   
More Information WCF 2012 
Isabel Álvarez 
Director of Communications 
M (+34) 639 117 638 
prensa@congresomundial.es 
www.worldcongress.es  
                       Facebook/WCFMadrid2012 
                       @WCFMadrid2012 
                       #WCFMadrid2012 
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Director of Communications 
508-405-1337  
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815-964-5819  
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