
  

Voter RegistrationVoter Registration

Voter Impact ToolkitVoter Impact Toolkit



  

  Voter Impact ToolkitVoter Impact Toolkit

Toolkit Contents:Toolkit Contents:

Multimedia DVD-ROM packed with resources Multimedia DVD-ROM packed with resources 
Patriotic Sermon, PowerPoint, Pew Notes & Patriotic Sermon, PowerPoint, Pew Notes & 
Sample Full-Color Worship FolderSample Full-Color Worship Folder
Simple Five Step How-To GuideSimple Five Step How-To Guide
Legal Do's & Don'ts for Pastors & Churches Legal Do's & Don'ts for Pastors & Churches 
Display Stand & Reproducible Registration Form Display Stand & Reproducible Registration Form 
Promotional Voter Registration Poster Promotional Voter Registration Poster 
Much, much more!Much, much more!
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Five Step How-To Guide:Five Step How-To Guide:

Hosting a Successful Hosting a Successful 
Non-PartisanNon-Partisan

Voter RegistrationVoter Registration

DriveDrive
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Step One: PrepareStep One: Prepare
Pastors should share their plans Pastors should share their plans 
to do a voter registration drive to do a voter registration drive 
with other church leaders so that with other church leaders so that 
no one is taken by surprise.no one is taken by surprise. 
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Step 1: When preparing church leaders, Step 1: When preparing church leaders, 
emphasize that voter registration is:emphasize that voter registration is: 

BiblicalBiblical:: Selecting godly leaders is rooted in  Selecting godly leaders is rooted in 
biblical principle (see Exod. 18:21; Prov. 29:2).biblical principle (see Exod. 18:21; Prov. 29:2).
Simple:Simple:  Recent federal laws have made   Recent federal laws have made 
voter registration easier than ever.voter registration easier than ever.
Legal:Legal: The IRS says church voter-registration  The IRS says church voter-registration 
drives are legal, and even encouraged, unless drives are legal, and even encouraged, unless 
they endorse or oppose candidates.they endorse or oppose candidates. 
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Step Two: PlanStep Two: Plan
Make the necessary preparations Make the necessary preparations 
to ensure that you will have a to ensure that you will have a 
successful voter registration drive successful voter registration drive 
in your church.in your church. 
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Step 2: Here is a game plan:Step 2: Here is a game plan: 
  SelectSelect  a team in your church to oversee a team in your church to oversee 
the voter registration drive.  We call them the voter registration drive.  We call them 
Culture Impact Teams.  Mark your Culture Impact Teams.  Mark your 
commitment card and pick up a Culture commitment card and pick up a Culture 
Impact Team Manual.  Have this Team:Impact Team Manual.  Have this Team:
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Step 2: Here is a game plan:Step 2: Here is a game plan: 
  SpeakSpeak  with your county clerk's or with your county clerk's or 
secretary of state's office to obtain secretary of state's office to obtain 
registration forms and learn collection registration forms and learn collection 
procedures.procedures.
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Step 2: Here is a game plan:Step 2: Here is a game plan: 
  ScheduleSchedule registration drives to  registration drives to 
coincide with patriotic-themed coincide with patriotic-themed 
worship services (Sunday nearest worship services (Sunday nearest 
July 4 and 9/11) or at least 30-60 July 4 and 9/11) or at least 30-60 
days preceding an election.days preceding an election.  
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Step 2: Here is a game plan:Step 2: Here is a game plan: 
  SpreadSpread the word about your  the word about your 
registration drive on the church registration drive on the church 
website, newsletters, PowerPoint website, newsletters, PowerPoint 
slides, bulletins, and other church slides, bulletins, and other church 
communications.communications.  
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Step Three: PromoteStep Three: Promote
Preach:Preach: First, preach on Christian  First, preach on Christian 
Citizenship.  We have Patriotic Messages Citizenship.  We have Patriotic Messages 
included with the Voter Tool Kit.  For included with the Voter Tool Kit.  For 
other citizenship messages, visit other citizenship messages, visit 
WatchmenPastors.org, login as a WatchmenPastors.org, login as a 
member, and click on Toolbox, then on member, and click on Toolbox, then on 
Sermon Starters.  Sermon Starters.  
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Step 3: Promote Voter Registration:Step 3: Promote Voter Registration:
Pews:Pews:    The most effective method is The most effective method is 
to have ushers distribute voter to have ushers distribute voter 
registration forms in the pews, registration forms in the pews, 
allowing church members time to fill allowing church members time to fill 
out the forms before they are out the forms before they are 
collected.  Don’t underestimate the collected.  Don’t underestimate the 
Power of Positive Peer Pressure!Power of Positive Peer Pressure!
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Step 3: Promote Voter Step 3: Promote Voter 
Registration:Registration:

Patriotic TablesPatriotic Tables::  If you prefer a   If you prefer a 
more passive approach, set up a more passive approach, set up a 
patriotic-themed table in a high-patriotic-themed table in a high-
traffic area of the church.  Recruit traffic area of the church.  Recruit 
a team of volunteers and train a team of volunteers and train 
them.  Have plenty of registration them.  Have plenty of registration 
forms and pens.forms and pens. 
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Advice for Staffing aAdvice for Staffing a

Voter Registration Table:Voter Registration Table:
Take the initiativeTake the initiative.  Stand up, don't sit, .  Stand up, don't sit, 
and don't just let people walk by.  and don't just let people walk by.  
Speak to them, saying, “Good Speak to them, saying, “Good 
morning, can I help you fill out this morning, can I help you fill out this 
form?"  If already registered, ask if form?"  If already registered, ask if 
they have moved since the last they have moved since the last 
election; if so, re-register them. election; if so, re-register them. 
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Advice for Staffing aAdvice for Staffing a

  Voter Registration Table:Voter Registration Table:
Provide assistanceProvide assistance.  "Lead people .  "Lead people 
step-by-step through the process so step-by-step through the process so 
they don't feel like any question is they don't feel like any question is 
stupid."  Look over the form and stupid."  Look over the form and 
ensure it is complete.ensure it is complete.
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Advice for Staffing aAdvice for Staffing a

Voter Registration Table:Voter Registration Table:
Keep recordsKeep records.  Record those who .  Record those who 
register for follow-up and add to a list register for follow-up and add to a list 
for use by the Culture Impact Team.for use by the Culture Impact Team.
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Step Four: Stay LegalStep Four: Stay Legal
The Voter Impact Toolkit has a The Voter Impact Toolkit has a 
“Legal Dos and Don’ts” card “Legal Dos and Don’ts” card 
outlining what Pastors and outlining what Pastors and 
Churches can and cannot do.  Churches can and cannot do.  
Follow the rules and you can steer Follow the rules and you can steer 
clear of trouble.clear of trouble. 
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Peter Gentala, former attorney with the Peter Gentala, former attorney with the 
Alliance Defense Fund, advises:Alliance Defense Fund, advises:

Emphasize registration, not politics.Emphasize registration, not politics.
Allow people from every political party to Allow people from every political party to 
register.register.
Don't make issue statements like "do your Don't make issue statements like "do your 
part for pro-life candidates" that can be part for pro-life candidates" that can be 
construed as endorsements.construed as endorsements.
Don't tell people who you're voting for Don't tell people who you're voting for 
during registration.during registration.
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Step Five: Follow UpStep Five: Follow Up
Have a plan to translate voter Have a plan to translate voter 
registration into values registration into values 
voting.voting. 
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Here is a game plan for follow-up:Here is a game plan for follow-up:
CollectCollect the forms and have the  the forms and have the 
Culture Impact Team deliver in person Culture Impact Team deliver in person 
or by mail to your county election or by mail to your county election 
office.office.
Preach Preach a message on voter a message on voter 
participation or a series on moral participation or a series on moral 
issues as the election approaches.issues as the election approaches.
EncourageEncourage voters who will be out of  voters who will be out of 
town to request an absentee ballot.town to request an absentee ballot.
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Here is a game plan for follow-up:Here is a game plan for follow-up:
ContacContact those on your list a week t those on your list a week 
before the election and remind them to before the election and remind them to 
vote.vote.
ProvideProvide a sign-up sheet and  a sign-up sheet and 
transportation to the polls for those transportation to the polls for those 
who need it.who need it.
DirectDirect people to iVoteValues.org for  people to iVoteValues.org for 
more on voting their Christian values.more on voting their Christian values.
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ChristianChristian

CitizenshipCitizenship

SundaySunday
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