
CATHOLIC MEDIA SYMPOSIUM
W H A T  T O  E X P E C T  W H E N  Y O U  A R R I V E

GUEST INFORMATION PACKET 



CONFIRMATION PAGE FOR MR. & MRS. ARSUAGA

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

Aldrovandi Villa Borghese: Via Ulisse Aldrovandi, 15, 00197 Roma, Italy

 Check-In

24 March 2014 | 15:00 

*double bed

 Check-Out

27 March 2014 | 12:00 

MEALS

No listed food allergies

 Breakfast Buffet Monday thru Thursday

Yes

 Lunch Buffet Tuesday (Wednesday lunch and dinner are independently)

Yes

 Opening Dinner on Monday

Yes

 Symposium Dinner on Tuesday

Yes

EXCURSIONS

For all our excursions, we will have private transportation to and from locations.  Our goal is to provide 

the best service and opportunity for you to enjoy each excursion.  Please know that you will be assigned a

group leader, a bus, and an excursion group during the week.  This information is provided below.  

 Bus and Group Leader: Roger Kiska

 Bus Number: 1

 Group: A

 Tuesday

St. Priscilla Catacombs followed by St. John Lateran

 Wednesday

Papal Audience
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HELPFUL INFORMATION

EVENT HOTEL

Aldrovandi Villa Borghese

Via Ulisse Aldrovandi, 15, | 00197 Roma, |Italy

Phone: +39 06 322 3993

EVENT CONTACT

During our week together in Rome, please contact Christina or Kia with any information, question, or 

updates you may have.  Please feel free to call, text, or email.

Christina Terrenal

Mobile: +1 480-510-9605

Email: cterrenal@alliancedefendingfreedom.org 

Kia Dunatov

Mobile: +1 480-580-6974

Email:  kdunatov@alliancedefendingfreedom.org

TRANSLATORS
Below is a list of team member available to assist with translation as well as who will be your translators 
during the program portion of the Symposium.

Jasmina Hensellek, German

John Delaney, Italian

Jose Guzman, Italian & Spanish 

Laura Miranda, Spanish

Laurie Vuoto, Italian & French

Neydy Casillas, Spanish

Sofia Martinez, Spanish

TRANSLATORS DURING THE PROGRAM
John Delaney, Monday through Thursday

Laura Miranda, Tuesday & Thursday

Laurie Vuoto, back up

Neydy Casillas, back up

Sofia Martinez, Monday & Wednesday
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE DRESS ATTIRE FOR THE OPENING DINNER?

 Men: slacks, dress shirt, and jacket; tie is optional.

 Women: business dress, business skirt and sweater/jacket or dress pants; no plunging neckline.

WHAT IS THE DRESS ATTIRE FOR THE PROGRAM PORTION OF THE SYMPOSIUM?

 Men: slacks, khakis, dress shirt, dress or nice casual shoes.

 Women: Dresses, skirts, blouses, pant suits, slacks, nice shoes.  Dresses & tops should be 

modest. Sleeveless tops and dresses strongly discouraged. No low necklines or exposed backs.

WHAT IS THE DRESS ATTIRE FOR MASS 

Modest is hottest!  

When attending Mass, it is best practice for ladies to make sure their shoulders covered.  If you choose 

to wear a dress/skirt, it should fall below your knees. While it was a custom of old, it is not required for 

ladies to cover their heads during Mass.  However, you may see few who still prefer to do so.  

Gentlemen, when attending Mass, you can’t go wrong with business casual (black or khaki slacks).  

Shorts (short or long) should not be worn when attending Mass. Please refrain from wearing sandals.

HOW SHOULD I PACK FOR THE EXCURSIONS?

Light or medium weight clothing with a jacket is recommended with comfortable walking shoes or 

sneakers. Bring an umbrella.

DO YOU HAVE ANY TIPS FOR PACKING LIGHT?

1. Wear one travel outfit.
2. Pack in advance and think through exactly what you will need. 
3. Only bring one or two pairs of shoes and rotate them. Do not get bogged down with so many 

shoes. Ladies, avoid high heels as they are difficult to walk in the streets of Rome.
4. Pick color schemes based on shoes. Do not pack both brown or black shoes. Choose one and 

coordinate accordingly.
5. On a 10-day trip, bring only 5 pairs of pants and/or skirts and two tops with each pair of pants or

skirt. Wear bottoms twice and alternate tops.
6. Wear layers, this way, you can adapt to the weather and properly coordinate with your outfits 

i.e. jacket on top of cardigan on top of a blouse.
7. Use packing bags or Ziploc bags to put socks, undergarments and any other miscellaneous items.

Stacking bags in suitcase saves a lot of room.
8. Bring travel size for personal effects, i.e. perfume, shampoo. Do not bring anything more than 4 

ounces. Most hotels will already have these items so there is no need to bring. 
9. No need to bring a hair dryer. Hotels usually provide.
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WHAT WILL THE WEATHER BE LIKE WHEN WE ARE IN ROME?

In March the average daily high temperature is 16°C/61°F and the average low is 4.5°C/40°F. It is warmer 

toward the end of the month than the beginning. 

The  Trip  Planner  http://www.wunderground.com/tripplanner/index.asp helps  you  plan  for  your

upcoming trip. Simply choose the start date and end date of your event or trip. The Trip Planner will

search the historical database for the weather conditions during those dates in past years.

The results will help you decide how hot, cold, wet, or windy it will be!

WILL I NEED AN ADAPTOR FOR ELECTRONIC DEVICES SUCH AS CELL PHONE, LAPTOP, AND HAIR DRYER?

Europe’s voltage is 240/250 volts; therefore, you will need a converter and an adapter plug if you plan to

use any electrical appliance. Most luggage stores carry them.

The  Aldrovandi  provides  hairdryers  in  each hotel  room.  If  you  need  to  bring  your  hair  dryer,  dual-

powered (that accommodates both 110 and 220 current) travel hair dryers are recommended.
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MASS OVERVIEW

Monday 24 March | 17:30 
Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore
Basilica of St. Mary Major 

Tuesday 25 March | 18:00 
Basilica di San Paulo fuori le mura
Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls 

Wednesday 26 March | 17:45 
Sant’ Eugenio
St. Eugene

Thursday 27 March | 11:00 AM
Basilica di San Clemente
Basilica of San Clement 
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EXCURSIONS

THE CATACOMBS OF ST. PRISCILLA
Where the earliest Christian martyrs were buried and where the earliest known depiction of the Holy 
Family is painted on the interior wall. 
 
ST. JOHN LATERAN
Known as the Cathedral of Rome and the first Church built in commemoration of Christianity’s 
legalization in the city. 
 
PAPAL AUDIENCE AT ST. PETER’S BASILICA
An opportunity to see Pope Francis I and receive the Papal Blessing or Apostolic Blessing from the 
successor of the Apostle Peter.
 
ROMAN FORUM
The central area of the city around which ancient Rome developed and where commerce, business, and 
the administration of justice took place. 

 
ARCH OF TITUS 
A 1st-century honorific arch located on the Via Sacra, Rome, just to the south-east of the Roman Forum.

 
ARCH OF CONSTANTINE 
A triumphal arch in Rome, situated between the Coliseum and the Palatine Hill.
 
FLAVIAN AMPHITHEATRE (COLISEUM) 
Located in the center of the city of Rome.  It is considered one of the greatest works of Roman 
architecture and engineering. It is the largest amphitheatre in the world.
 
CHURCH OF SAN CLEMENTE 
A Roman Catholic minor basilica dedicated to Pope Clement I located in Rome, Italy.  This ancient church 
was transformed over the centuries from a private home that was the site of clandestine Christian 
worship in the 1st century to a grand public basilica by the 6th century, reflecting the emerging Catholic 
Church's growing legitimacy and power.
 
VATICAN MUSEUM 
Displays some of the most renowned classical sculptures and most important masterpieces of 
Renaissance art in the world.
 
SISTINE CHAPEL
A large and renowned chapel of the Apostolic Palace, the official residence of the Pope in the Vatican 
City. The chapel has served as a place of both religious and functionary papal activity. Today it is the site 
of the Papal conclave, the process by which a new Pope is selected. The fame of the Sistine Chapel lies 
mainly in the frescos that decorate the interior, and most particularly the Sistine Chapel ceiling and The 
Last Judgment by Michelangelo.
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SYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE

MONDAY 24 MARCH 2014

15:00 Hotel check-in

16:45 Depart from the Aldrovandi to Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore

17:30 Mass at Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore

18:15 Depart from Mass to the Aldrovandi for Opening Dinner

19:10 Opening Dinner in the Verde Room

19:30 Keynote Speaker: His Eminence Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke

20:00 Dinner

21:15 Symposium Host: Alan Sears

21:45 Opening Dinner concludes

TUESDAY MARCH 25 2014

7:45 am Depart from the Aldrovandi for Excursions

11:30 am Depart from Excursions to the Aldrovandi

12:30 Lunch in the Verde Room

14:00 Program commences

 Benjamin Bull, Vast and Good Future of International

 Roger Kiska, European Pyramid of Governance

 President Rocco Buttiglione, The Dream and Nightmare: from “Joy and Hope” to 

Pagans in the Citadel

16:45 Depart from the Aldrovandi for Mass at Basilica di San Paulo fuori le mura

17:30 Mass at Basilica di San Paulo fuori le mura

18:45 Depart from Basilica di Basilica di San Paulo fuori le mura to Ristorante L’Archeolgica

19:30 Dinner at Ristorante L’Archeolgica

WEDNESDAY MARCH 26 2014

7:00 am Depart from the Aldrovandi to the Papal Audience

10:30 am Papal Audience

12:00 Lunch (independently)

13:45 Meet at the Obelisk to load buses and return to the Aldrovandi

15:00 Program commences

 Dr. Massimo Introvigne, Spiritual Authority…Secular Authority: hate speech, anti-

discrimination, and the “New Orthodoxy

17:15 Depart from the Aldrovandi for at Mass at Sant’ Eugenio

17:45 Mass at Sant’ Eugenio

18:30 Depart from Sant’ Eugenio to the Aldrovandi

19:00 Dinner (Independently)
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THURSDAY MARCH 27 2014

7:00 am Depart from the Aldrovandi to Excursions

11:00 am Mass at Basilica di San Clemente

12:00 Depart from Basilica di San Clemente to the Aldrovandi

1:00 Lunch in the Verde Room

14:15 Program commences

 Dr. Carlo Casini, From conception: the foundation of human rights

 George Weigel, special video message

 Archbishop Chaput, The Fundamentals of Society: Life, Marriage, Family, and 

Demographic Decimation

 Jeff Ventrella: Symptoms, Solutions, and Service; Incarnating Future Hope

 Paul Coleman: Blackstone Testimonial, Witnessing Hope & Blackstone

17:30 Reception 

18:15 Depart from the Aldrovandi to Excursions

20:00 Dinner (Independently)
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SYMPOSIUM ATTENDEES LIST
ALPHABETICAL BY LAST NAME
+Alliance Defending Freedom Ally

Estefania Aguirre, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News

Dr. Giuseppe Altamore, La Salute con L’Anima
+Gianfranco Amato, Curia of the Diocese of Grosseto

Susana Andrade, Agencia GECOX Operacion Estrategica en Medios

Ignacio Arsuaga, HazteOir.org

Paul Badde, EWTN & German Vatican-magazin.de

Marinella Bandini, AGV/il Velino-National Press Agency

Cathal Barry, The Irish Catholic

Michelle Bauman, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News

Andres Beltramo, Mexican National News Agency NOTIMEX

Mindy Belz, WORLD Magazine

Alejandro Bermudez, ACI Prensa

Fabio Bernabei, Centro Culturale Lepanto

Jean-Claude Besida, Famille Christienne

Alberto Carosa, Freelance Journalist

Veronica Casillas, Pontifical Commission Ecclesia Dei
+Marina Casini, Institute of Bioethics of Catholic University of Sacred Heart in Rome

Matteo Cattaeo, Novae Terrae Foundation & CitizenGo

Alberto Chinchilla, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News

Brother Alejandro de la Garza Gossler, Legionaries of Christ

Brother Jorge Enrique Mujica, L.C., Superior Studies Center

Harold Fickett, Aleteia

Andrea Gagliarducci, Catholic News Agency

Paloma Garcia Ovejero, Cadena Cope

Carlos Garde Macias, ROME Reports TV News Agency

Dr. Antonio Gaspari, University of Rome 

Lourdes Gonzalez, Incluyendo Mexico, A.C.

Daniel Hamiche, L’Observatoire de la Christianophobie

Elise Harris, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News

Megan Hodder, Catholic Voices

Alan Holdren, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News
+Kishore Jayabalan, Istituto Acton

Marta Jimenez, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News

Kevin Knight, New Advent
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Magdalena Korzekwa, CitzenGo

Dr. Esteban Kriskovich, Paraguay

Sophia Kuby, European Dignity Watch
+Dr. Martin Kugler, Kairos Consulting and PR

Kerri Lenartowick, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News

Dr. Elizabeth “Liz” Lev, ZENIT

Kathryn Lopez, National Review Online

Javier Lozano, Libertad Digital

Javier Martinez Brocal, ROME Reports

Marianne Medlin, Catholic News Agency/EWTN News
+Emanuela “Emily” Midolo, Ph.D. Fellow in Bioethics 

Father Thomas Montanaro, L.C., Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum

Daniele Nardi, Movimento per la Vita

Ashley Noronha, Relevant Radio Network

Father Renzo Pegoraro, Pontifical Academy for Life

Edward Pentin, Vatican Radio

Rafael Pina, Maria Vision Television Network (Mexico)

Francis “Frank” Rocca, Catholic News Service

Benedict “Ben” Rogers, Christian Solidarity Worldwide

Martin Rothweiler, EWTN-TV gGmbH
+Austin Ruse, C-FAM

Nina Shea, Hudson Institute

Geoffrey Strickland, Priests for Life

Kyle Vander Meulen, Religious Freedom Project at Georgetown University

Miguel Vidal, HazteOir.org
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